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About the Natural Park at Ramona 
Gardens Housing Development
Combining community priorities, ecosystem science and 
engineering, the Natural Park will plant native trees, shrubs  
and plants to transform land between Ramona Gardens and the 
15-lane freeway corridor into a beautiful ‘Nature in the City’ 
park. This innovative ‘Big Nature’ approach will reduce air and 
noise pollution, recycle stormwater, build resiliency to climate 
change and provide a wonderful green open space for families 
and children to gather, walk and play.

Community Conservation Solutions (CCS)
CCS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that tackles the 
complex problems created where people and nature intersect. 
CCS pioneers innovative projects that benefit both human and 
natural communities. CCS develops integrated, nature-based 
solutions that improve water quality and water supplies, build 
resiliency to climate change, restore native habitat and create 
green open space in communities with the greatest needs.

CCS conceived of the vision for the Natural Park at Ramona 
Gardens, and directed the concept planning, coordination with 
public agencies and community outreach and engagement.

Special Thanks
Special thanks to Joe Laskin, Lillian Ikuta, the office of L.A. City 
Councilmember José Huizar, the Housing Authority of the City 
of Los Angeles, L.A. Police Department's Community Safety 
Partnership for Ramona Gardens, and the Ramona Gardens 
Residents Advisory Council. 

The Project Team
Legacy LA  Community Engagement

Legacy LA is a local community-based organization focused 
on youth development and environmental justice in Ramona 
Gardens and Boyle Heights. Legacy LA employs local youth to 
conduct community engagement activities through the Legacy 
LA Youth Council.

SWA Landscape Architecture

SWA is a landscape architecture, urban design and planning 
firm, with seven studios worldwide. SWA’s public park portfolio 
focuses on improving quality of life in cities by addressing issues 
of density, pollution, sustainability, community programming, 
arts, and culture.

VS2 Consulting Inc. Engineering and Stormwater  
 Green Infrastructure

VS2 provides planning, civil and environmental engineering, 
and project management services to institutional, public, 
private, and non-governmental organizations. VS2’s expertise 
includes urban public parks, sustainable green infrastructure, 
stormwater, and institutional and public facilities.

Land IQ  Habitat Restoration and  
 Soil Science

Land IQ specializes in providing solutions to challenging 
agricultural and environmental problems throughout the world. 
Native habitat restoration services include revegetating and 
reclaiming disturbed landscapes, and natural resources planning, 
analysis, and management.

For more information, contact us at 
www.conservationsolutions.org

2554 Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 223, Los Angeles, CA 90291    
(310) 398-8584

Printed on recycled paper
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Community-Driven Planning
Legacy LA and the Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory Council (RAC) led the effort 
to identify community priorities for the Natural Park. 
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SuMMARY
In partnership with Legacy LA, Community Conservation Solutions 
conducted detailed community and stakeholder outreach and 
engagement to identify community and stakeholder needs, 
concerns and priorities for the proposed Natural Park at Ramona 
Gardens. Results of community input were the driving force for 
and informed the development of the concept design for the 
Natural Park at the Ramona Gardens Housing Development. 

The following report summarizes the outreach conducted and the 
methods used, and the input received from meetings, community 
workshops, and door-to-door surveys of Ramona Gardens 
residents. Community and stakeholder engagement included:

•  Two community workshops at the Boys and Girls Club at 
Ramona Gardens, each attended by nearly 100 people 

•  Legacy LA’s door-to-door survey of 500 residences at  
Ramona Gardens

•  Legacy LA Youth Leaders training

•  Field Trip with Legacy LA to example Natural Parks

•  Distribution of informational materials in English and Spanish

•  Posting of fliers throughout the community 

•  Legacy LA weekly presence at Ramona Gardens Swap Meet

CommuNity outreaCh  
aNd eNgagemeNt
Natural Park at ramona gardens

Lou Calanche and Project Team looking at natural park examples at a community workshop

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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Meetings with key stakeholders included:

•  L.A. City Councilmember José Huizar and staff

•  State Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo 

•  Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles

•  L.A. Police Department Community Safety Partnership

•  Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory Council (RAC)

•  Ramona Gardens Swap Meet Vendors, L.A. Voice and  
    Hunger Action L.A. 

•  Health leaders

ᴼ  The California Endowment

ᴼ  USC Preventive Medicine

ᴼ  USC Environmental Health

ᴼ  Alta Med Health Care Services

ᴼ  Boyle Heights Building Healthy Communities

•  Hazard Park – Park Advisory Board 

 

Lou Calanche, Executive Director-Legacy LA; Esther Feldman, President-Community 
Conservation Solutions; Ana Bryan, Chair-Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory Council; 
Sergeant Monica Valenzuela-L.A. Police Dept. Community Safety Partnership

Legacy LA Youth Leaders survey Ramona Gardens' residents

Photos by David Ng

Looking at examples of natural parks  at a Community Workshop 
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COMMuNITY PRIORITY ELEMENTS fOR THE NATuRAL PARK
The elements below were selected as top priorities by residents 
and community members through a community workshop and 
a door-to-door survey of Ramona Gardens residents. These 

elements were supported by over 90% of respondents from the 
community survey.

Sean Vargas, VS2 Consulting Inc. receives community input on concept plan. 
Photos by David Ng

Gathering input from all ages at a community workshop

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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COMMuNITY OuTREACH 
AND ENGAGEMENT 
Conducted by Legacy LA and  
Legacy LA Youth and Resident Leaders

ABOuT LEGACY LA
Legacy LA's mission is to make positive interventions in the lives 
of young people by offering alternatives to gangs and violence. 
Legacy LA builds the capacity of youth to reach their full potential 
and equips them with tools to transform their lives and community. 
Founded in 2007 by former Ramona Gardens neighborhood 
resident Maria "Lou" Calanche, Legacy LA addresses the impact of 
multi-generational gang violence and low educational attainment 
in the Ramona Gardens community in Northern Boyle Heights, a 
neighborhood of the City of Los Angeles. Legacy LA provides the 
following programs that promote higher education and empower 
youth to transform their community, serving more than 300 low-
income youth ages 10–24 annually: Leadership Development

Legacy LA’s flagship leadership development program engages 
youth in three years of training using a social justice model to 
increase knowledge of community issues, civics, and community 
organizing, and to increase capacity to respond to community 
needs. Legacy LA youth are actively engaged in activities to 
increase public investment in youth development locally and 
citywide, environmental justice and improving relations between 
teens and law enforcement

Student Success Program
Legacy LA provides after-school mentoring and academic 
supports to 145 youth from middle school through college as 
a drop-out prevention strategy with the long-term goals of 
college access and completion

Family Source Center 
As a subcontractor and satellite location for the local City-
funded Family Source Center, Legacy LA provides family services 
to increase academic achievement for youth, and increase 
income for their parents/guardians.

Legacy LA Youth and Resident leaders

 Legacy LA surveys Ramona Gardens residents
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PROjECT STAff

Lou Calanche, Executive Director

Founder and Executive Director of Legacy LA she is committed to 
providing at-risk youth living in the Ramona Gardens community 
of Boyle Heights with the tools and resources needed to help 
them reach their full potential. Raised in the Ramona Gardens 
Community, Lou’s dream was to return to make a difference in 
her community to help address the systemic issues that create 
obstacles for youth success and as well as to improve overall 
community health. Lou’s long-term vision for engaging youth 
and residents has contributed to Legacy LA’s rapid trajectory as 
a model of comprehensive service provision in Boyle Heights 
and facilitates the successful development and implementation 
of programs and projects for youth. Lou has a Master of Public 
Administration Degree and is a Doctoral Candidate in Public 
Administration at USC, focusing her research on land-use policy 
and citizen participation.

Ruby Rivera, Director of Policy and Programs

Born and raised in Lynwood, CA, Ruby earned a B.A. in Chicana/o 
Studies and Labor and Workplace Studies at UCLA in 2010. She 
recently earned her MSW in Community, Organization, and 
Business Innovation from the University of Southern California. 
There she interned at the Center for the Study of Social Policy in 
New York City. Ruby has served the community of Boyle Heights 
for over 7 years as a youth organizer and policy advocate. 
Ruby is passionately committed to positive youth development 
and fighting youth criminalization through policy advocacy, 
community organizing, and systemic change.

Ruth Rodriguez, Community Outreach Coordinator

Originally from Durango, Mexico, Ruth is Legacy LA’s Community 
Outreach Coordinator. She grew up in Mexico and studied 
psychology, specializing in social psychology. Her work in 
Mexico focused on community development and research. For 
over eight years, she worked closely with very under-resourced 
communities in Mexico to successfully develop and implement 
community research and drug prevention projects. Ruth moved 
to Los Angeles three years ago and began her work in Ramona 
Gardens in September 2017. 

 

Adult Resident Outreach Team

Ana Bryan, Ramona Gardens Resident
Emilia Rodriguez, Ramona Gardens Resident
Liliana Martinez, Ramona Gardens Resident
Julio Perez, Ramona Gardens Resident

Amanda Gutierrez, youth Organizer

A senior at Mount St. Mary’s University majoring in Psychology, 
Amanda C. Gutierrez has lived in Ramona Gardens for twenty-
one years, all of her life.  She has been a Legacy LA leader for eight 
years starting when she a freshman in high school. Amanda is 
currently a youth organizer at Legacy LA working on two major 
projects, Environmental Justice and the implementation of the 
Through Our Eyes Project, a program she co-founded while a 
high school student that is focused on improving relationships 
between youth and law enforcement through a youth-led 
workshop. Amanda led the outreach and survey implementation 
for the Natural Park Project leading twelve community youth 
to conduct door to door survey implementation on weekends 
and attending special community events to ensure that youth 
participated in the survey. 

Amanda will graduate in May 2018 with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Psychology and will use her academic skills and community 
experience to continue to develop programs and activities that 
help youth living in Ramona Gardens.

youth Outreach Team

Martha Aguilera
Jocelyn Benavides
Destiny Cabral 
Norma Galeas
Alejandra Perez
Desteny Perez

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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COMMuNITY OuTREACH METHODS

Legacy LA employed the following tools and techniques to engage 
the Ramona Gardens community in the planning process with 
the goal of building awareness about the benefits of a natural 
park in their community, the need to address air pollution, and 
to solicit their opinions and feedback about how a natural 
park could best improve their quality of life. All informational 
materials were provided in both English and Spanish. 

Community Survey

A community survey was developed and conducted of all 500 
residences in the Ramona Gardens Housing Development to 
understand the current uses of the proposed Natural Park 
Project location, the desire and need for the Natural Park Project, 
and to gauge what types of activities the community would like 
to see developed in the space. Four adult residents and 12 youth 
leaders were trained to implement the survey in both English 
and Spanish. The survey was implemented through door-to-door 
outreach, at youth meetings, as well as reaching out to residents 
attending the weekly swap meet, also known as “Agachon” and 
the food pantry. A total of 500 surveys were collected during the 
months of September through November.

Outreach for Community meetings  
and Workshops 

Outreach to invite residents and community members to the two 
interactive community workshops was conducted with the help 
of residents of Ramona Gardens, youth and adult leaders. Meeting 
fliers were delivered to all 500 units in Ramona Gardens to invite 
residents to the workshops. Our team also provided project 
information to residents who did not know about the Natural 
Park Project. Outreach for the first planning meeting began two 
weeks in advance of and on the day of the workshop. Follow up 
phone calls were also made to remind residents to attend the 
December 7th workshops. Over 500 fliers were also distributed at 
the community swap meet and at the food pantry; The second 
workshop took place on March 14th and involved similar outreach. 
Outreach for the second workshop included contacting residents 
that had participated in the first planning meeting, so they could 
see how their comments had been incorporated. 

Legacy LA collecting information at the weekly swap meet at Ramona Gardens

Ruby Rivera, Legacy LA and Gerdo Aquino, SWA lead a lively discussion 
at a Community Workshop in December 2017
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RAMONA GARDENS  
RESIDENTS REACHED

  GROuPS REACHED NO. OF RESIDENTS

Swap Meet “Agachon” Resident Leaders 4

Swap Meet “Agachon” Vendors 50

Senior Citizen Group 15

Food Pantry  17

Resident Advisory Council Leaders 5

House Meetings  20

Monthly Resident Advisory Council  50
Community Meeting 

Community Survey 500

Those engaged through outreach efforts included people from 
ages 14–85 who identified as men or women and included both 
Ramona Gardens residents and non-residents. Outreach and 
participation included 85% of residents living in the Ramona 
Gardens Public Housing Development and 15% of those residing 
on the periphery in the market-rate residential area just outside 
the development. 

PRESENTATIONS TO 
STAKEHOLDER GROuPS

Boyle Heights Building Healthy Communities

Building Healthy Communities (BHC) is a ten-year, $1 billion 
comprehensive, place-based, community initiative focused on 
engaging residents and local organizations in making health 
happen in their neighborhoods, schools and with prevention. 
Building Healthy Communities has a simple strategy: work on a 
local scale to create broad, statewide impact. The Boyle Heights 
BHC is led by a steering committee composed of non-profit 
leaders and residents that meet monthly to make decisions on 
the trajectory of the BHC campaigns. 

Participating Organizations:

•  Clinica Romero

•  The Wall Las Memorias

•  Maternal and Child Health Access

•  The Wellness Center

•  Alliance for California Traditional Arts

•  Casa 0101

•  OneLA

•  Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles (NLS)

•  LA Voice

•  Volunteers of America Los Angeles

•  Partnership for Los Angeles Schools

•  Public Counsel

•  Gay-Straight Alliance Network

•  InnerCity Struggle

•  Latino Equality Alliance

•  California Center for Public Health Advocacy

•  East LA YMCA

•  Labor Community Strategy Center

•  Jovenes, Inc.

•  Self-Help Graphics and Arts, Inc.

•  East LA Community Corporation

•  East Los Angeles Women’s Center

•  Violence Prevention Coalition
Ying-yu Hung-SWA and Lou Calanche-Legacy LA lead discussion on the concept 
plan at a Community Workshop in December 2017

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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Los Angeles Police Department Ramona Gardens  
Safety Partnership

The Ramona Gardens Safety Partnership meets monthly and is led 
by the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD).  Sergeant Monique 
Valenzuela leads the team and works to bring together community 
organizations serving Ramona Gardens. Monthly meetings focus 
on community safety and partnership opportunities.

Participating Organizations:

•  LAPD Hollenbeck Division

•  Ramona Gardens Resident Advisory Council

•  Murchison Street School

•  Santa Teresita Parochial School

•  Soledad Enrichment Action

•  East LA Women Center

•  Peace Over Violence

•  Project SOAR – HACLA Sponsored College Access Program

•  Hazard Park Recreation Center

Hazard Park – Park Advisory Board (PAB)
Appointed by the Park Director, the PAB works closely with the 
Director to support activities and maintenance of Hazard Park. 

Members:

•  Ray Rios, Chair

•  Nancy Guerrero

•  Tommy Varela

•  Cookie Rios

•  Elizabeth Narvaez, Park Director

Health Leaders Meeting
An outreach meeting was conducted to engage health leaders 
and partners that are connected to Ramona Gardens and or 
have an interest in improving public health outcomes in this 
community. The meeting helped to provide an overview of the 
Natural Park Project and assessed interest in leveraging research 
and health resources to support the project.

Attendees Included:

•  The California Endowment

•  USC Preventive Medicine

•  USC Environmental Health

•  Alta Med Health Care Services

•  Boyle Heights Building Healthy Communities

State Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo
Legacy LA youth leaders traveled to Sacramento during April 
2018 to meet with Assembly member Wendy Carrillo, State 
representative for the Ramona Gardens community. Youth 
leaders presented the outreach work and community survey and 
the need for the natural park in Ramona Gardens.

LEGACY LA’S fINDINGS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Ramona Gardens Natural Park planning process 
demonstrates that the community is open and excited to 
participate in the planning and future development of a 
safe, beautiful natural space that will  bring many health and 
environmental benefits to the community. The number of 
youth and adults involved in the process will create ownership 
and use of the park and serves as a model for how future 
community development should be implemented. The concerns 
shared by residents include safety, maintenance, and ensuring 
that the elements included are aligned with what they’ve 
shared as necessary such as exercise areas, recreation areas, 
and ensuring that the “Agachon” area is enhanced in ways that 
support the community’s use of that space. The community 
wants to continue to be a part of the conversation as the 
planning and design for construction continue to develop.

YOuTH AND ADuLT RAMONA
GARDENS RESIDENT PERSPECTIVES
The residents of Ramona Gardens were very engaged in this 
process. They felt like their input was valued because of the 
opportunities to take part in the research, planning and design 
process. The residents are excited to begin the construction 
phase of the Natural Park and are looking forward to continuous 
engagement in this process.
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Community Quotes

"We are very happy and excited for the new Natural Park 
Project for our community that will bring us a better quality of 
life in the environment!" 
–Ana Bryan, Ramona Gardens Resident and President of  
the Resident Advisory Council

“I have enjoyed being part of outreaching to my community 
about the nature park in Ramona Gardens because I like seeing 
their excitement when I inform them about all the benefits 
that come with a nature park. I like attending the community 
meetings because along with my community I get to decide 
what we all want included in the nature park. I can’t wait to 
have the nature park in Ramona Gardens because it will be a 
place like no other in my community.” 
–Lesly Valenzuela, Ramona Gardens Resident and  
youth leader, age 18

“I am excited and waiting for this small park to be completed 
because it will help us improve our way of living by improving the 
air pollution that impacts the health of our entire community.” 
–Emilia P. Rodríguez, Ramona Gardens Resident and member  
of the Resident Advisory Council.

“Working as a youth leader conducting outreach and surveys for 
the Ramona Gardens Natural Park, I learned that as I was growing 
up in this great community where people fight for what they love 
and need. I’m slowly getting closer to getting sick or a disease 
because of this bad pollution from freeways and factories that 
really hurt my community. I will really love a nature park to help 
out the pollution and get people to get healthier.” 
–Jaime Valenzuela, Ramona Gardens Resident and  
youth leader, age 18

 

MEETINGS AND PRESENTATIONS 
Conducted by Community Conservation Solutions

City of Los Angeles

Throughout the project period, CCS coordinated with the office 
of Los Angeles City Councilmember José Huizar  and the Housing 
Authority of the City of Los Angeles (HACLA).

Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory Council (RAC)

CCS met and kept in close communication with the Ramona 
Gardens RAC throughout the research and conceptual design 
. We met with the RAC before launching the outreach effort, 
and CCS and the project team presented at the Ramona Gardens 
RAC’s monthly meeting prior to beginning Legacy LA’s door-
to-door survey and other community outreach activities. The 
Ramona RAC assisted in the presentations at both community 
workshops in December 2017 and March 2018. 

Los Angeles Police Department, Community 
Safety Partnership (LAPD)

In February 2018, we met with the Los Angeles Police Department 
Community Safety Partnership, an initiative between HACLA and 
the LAPD, led by Sargent Monique Valenzuela. The CSP provided 
input regarding the LAPD’s need for improved site access for 
patrol cars, security lighting and cameras, and maintaining 
line-of-sight visibility. This information helped to inform the 
conceptual design for the Natural Park. 

Health Leaders 

In February 2018, CCS and Legacy LA met with key health leaders 
to discuss public health issues in Northern Boyle Heights, current 
efforts underway by the California Endowment and USC, and 
how the proposed Natural Park could help address identified 
concerns. Attendees included: 

The California Endowment’s Building Healthy Communities: 
Boyle Heights Initiative

University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine

USC School of Environmental Science 

USC School of Preventative Medicine

AltaMed

Ramona Gardens Swap meet Vendors 

In March 2018, we met with leaders of vendors from the 
weekly Ramona Gardens Swap Meet and members of LA Voice 
and Hunger Action LA, who were instrumental in helping to 
establish the Ramona Gardens Swap Meet. We received input 
on space requirements for vendors, numbers of vendors, L.A. 
County Health Department requirements, HACLA requirements, 

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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water and power needs, and access and parking. Requests were 
made for improved and increased shaded seating, access and 
circulation. This information helped to inform the conceptual 
design for the Natural Park.

 

COMMuNITY SuRVEY RESuLTS
1. Reducing Air Pollution

Reducing air pollution from the adjacent 15 lane freeway corridor 
was identified as a top priority in both the community workshop 
and survey. Results below are from the survey of 500 residents.

2. Walking Regularly for Exercise 

More than 75% of the residents at Ramona Gardens walk regularly 
for exercise. 86% said they would use an unpaved walking trail 
in the proposed Natural Park two or more times per week.

Figure 4.1
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3. Current use of Natural Park Project Site 

The majority of residents living at Ramona Gardens use the site 
primarily for connecting to nearby transportation and as a way 
to get to the Boys and Girls Club and Saturday swap meet. 

85% of residents currently pass through the Natural Park project 
site at least once a week. 

 

4. use of Basketball Courts

Figure 4.2

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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SuMMARY Of COMMENTS  
fROM COMMuNITY WORKSHOPS, 
DECEMBER 2017 AND MARCH 2018

WORKSHOP #1: December 7, 2017

The project team was officially introduced to the Ramona Gardens 
community and presented possible Natural Park elements to 
workshop participants. The team emphasized the importance 
of certain project elements that are tied to State Funding and 
educated participants on air quality, water quality and defined the 
term “Natural Park”, showing visual examples. The participants 
were split into two groups to provide critical feedback and ask 
questions about the elements that they would like to see in 
the Natural Park. Participants posted remarks, suggestions and 
questions on the potential elements listed on each board.

General Comments 

•  Don’t like poor air quality and pollution from the adjacent 
freeway corridor 

•  Need more flowers and trees

•  Need more lighting 

•  Fix broken/cracked pavement 

•  Need more safety measures 

•  Need benches and tables to rest 

•  Need regular maintenance 

•  Need an area for kids to play 

Entrance at murchison, West End and Swap meet

•  Like trees and grass

•  Currently use for swap meet and activities like stake boarding  

•  Don’t like broken/cracked pavement, unpleasant smell

•  Need lighting, protection from pollution from freeway, 
trash clean up, more flowers and plants, benches and 
tables to rest, maintenance on sound wall and more 
monitoring for safety from street

•  Like ideas of gathering/play space for kids,  gazebo

Walking Path  

•  Like walking here — good connection to basketball courts, 
residences 

•  Need lighting, exercise equipment, flowers and plants, tables 
and benches and regular maintenance 

•  Too much pollution, no barrier from freeway, gets hot (no shade)

Basketball Courts  

•  Likes area to play basketball, good area for kids to play

•  Not used by residents, needs regular maintenance 

•  Move courts to the knoll (La loma), replace with more plants 
and gazebo

•  Replace with soccer field

under the Bridge 

•  Need lighting, dangerous area, safety concern, trash is 
thrown here

•  Used to catch bus on other side of freeway, 

•  Food bank occurs near here 

•  Possibility of adding camera, increase lighting, more flowers, 
play area for kids

Existing mobile units

•  Dislike that is only used for meetings, bad use of big space

•  Noise from train and freeway 

•  Possibility for kids play area, basketball area, improve for 
seniors, improve safety  

Community Garden 

•  Like the idea of a garden, space to plant things

•  Dislikes how it’s not open to public (need key)

•  Needs lighting

•  Unaware of how to get access to vegetables and fruits  
to eat
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Playground 

•  Like how it is a dedicated place for kids to play

•  Needs regular maintenance, lighting, shade (structures  
can get hot), equipment for all ages, fence and new games 
and equipment 

Old Tennis Court 

•  Dislike how space is closed off, useless space

•  Like that kids play in this space, good space but underutilized 

•  Need lighting

•  Would like to have a natural space to exercise

•  Possible pool or soccer field could go here

  

WORKSHOP #2: march 14, 2017

The proposed concept plan was presented, and participants 
were split into two groups to respond to the specific elements. 
Participants posted remarks with their feedback on the elements 
proposed for each zone of the draft concept plan. This list 
summarizes participant remarks by zone. 

ZONE 1: The Gathering Place

•  Yes, more picnic areas and more shade

•  I want to see the park [more] and the swap meet less.

•  Informational Kiosk. The displays panels can be switched  
out as needed. Community info can be posted here or  
about the swap meet.

•  Shades and benches and lights, shade structure/arbors

•  No smoking

•  Exercise machines

•  That whatever is planned becomes a reality and you  
follow through

•  Pavement should be permeable, not asphalt

ZONE 2: The Water Story

•  Exercise station, exercise machines and no smoking signs

•  Educational areas and artwork

•  Decomposed granite walking path throughout

•  Drinking fountains with jug filler

•  Thank you, it is an excellent plan I am very excited. Good  
luck with funding. And everything was explained very well.

•  Young people to compare their art drawings with the elderly 
so they can both see the difference.

•  More art for adults to participate in something cultural  
and where they can reminisce on their childhood memories. 
And for youth this could be something new.

•  A list of rules at the entrances and parts of park.

•  I would like the park to have a theme of peace and love.  
This could be through murals or signs, so that when we  
go to the park we can return home reflecting on what  
we have lived through.

•  How to use trail: Obstacle course (run); Explore nature’s 
beauty. Follow a butterfly’s flight or squirrel paws on the 
ground; Walks with family who are less mobile—even 
pavement; Sit/Stop Areas

•  Interpretive displays throughout the walking path would be nice 
to explain: water capture system underground, plant, trees, etc.

•  Dog poop stations and water fountain stations through the trail

•  Everything is okay for me.

•  We need more lights along the walking path. Place trash 
cans so that people who have animals can pick up dog poop.

•  I want lush plants and not dry plants that can attract lizards 
and insects.

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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ZONE 3: The Sculpture Garden

•  Trees and shade

•  People to clean their animals poop

•  Exercise station/exercise machines

•  Area of gardens and flowers

•  Better playing area for the kids to play. Educational area  
for the kids.

•  Area to do exercise and to rest

•  Area for exhibit/fair/event

ZONE 4: The Active Place

•  Add community garden, decomposed granite for the  
walking path, farmers market.

•  Kiosk; gathering areas.

•  Signs to pick up dog droppings

•  Build soccer fields for youth

•  Futsal. We have many basketball courts. There is no soccer/
futsal area.

•  Build a soccer field for youth in the community 

General Comments 

•  Make the walking paths dirt

•  Stairs to walk up and down

•  Everything looks beautiful!

•  Tables and trash cans

•  Bathrooms and fixed seating 

•  Chairs and tables for the park

•  Plants and trees

•  Lots of seating

•  The idea of recycling water is very important and a great idea.

•  Are you making the wall taller?

•  Are you going to fix the pedestrian bridge?

•  Please include exercise trail to motivate us to work out.

•  Will there be a designated smoking area?

•  Will there be police patrol of the kids park?

•  Will the park close early or be open all the time?

•  Will there be a skate park?




