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About the Natural Park at Ramona 
Gardens Housing Development
Combining community priorities, ecosystem science and 
engineering, the Natural Park will plant native trees, shrubs  
and plants to transform land between Ramona Gardens and the 
15-lane freeway corridor into a beautiful ‘Nature in the City’ 
park. This innovative ‘Big Nature’ approach will reduce air and 
noise pollution, recycle stormwater, build resiliency to climate 
change and provide a wonderful green open space for families 
and children to gather, walk and play.

Community Conservation Solutions (CCS)
CCS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that tackles the 
complex problems created where people and nature intersect. 
CCS pioneers innovative projects that benefit both human and 
natural communities. CCS develops integrated, nature-based 
solutions that improve water quality and water supplies, build 
resiliency to climate change, restore native habitat and create 
green open space in communities with the greatest needs.

CCS conceived of the vision for the Natural Park at Ramona 
Gardens, and directed the concept planning, coordination with 
public agencies and community outreach and engagement.

Special Thanks
Special thanks to Joe Laskin, Lillian Ikuta, the office of L.A. City 
Councilmember José Huizar, the Housing Authority of the City 
of Los Angeles, L.A. Police Department's Community Safety 
Partnership for Ramona Gardens, and the Ramona Gardens 
Residents Advisory Council. 

The Project Team
Legacy LA  Community Engagement

Legacy LA is a local community-based organization focused 
on youth development and environmental justice in Ramona 
Gardens and Boyle Heights. Legacy LA employs local youth to 
conduct community engagement activities through the Legacy 
LA Youth Council.

SWA Landscape Architecture

SWA is a landscape architecture, urban design and planning 
firm, with seven studios worldwide. SWA’s public park portfolio 
focuses on improving quality of life in cities by addressing issues 
of density, pollution, sustainability, community programming, 
arts, and culture.

VS2 Consulting Inc. Engineering and Stormwater  
 Green Infrastructure

VS2 provides planning, civil and environmental engineering, 
and project management services to institutional, public, 
private, and non-governmental organizations. VS2’s expertise 
includes urban public parks, sustainable green infrastructure, 
stormwater, and institutional and public facilities.

Land IQ  Habitat Restoration and  
 Soil Science

Land IQ specializes in providing solutions to challenging 
agricultural and environmental problems throughout the world. 
Native habitat restoration services include revegetating and 
reclaiming disturbed landscapes, and natural resources planning, 
analysis, and management.

For more information, contact us at 
www.conservationsolutions.org

2554 Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 223, Los Angeles, CA 90291    
(310) 398-8584
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Community-Driven Planning
Legacy LA and the Ramona Gardens Residents Advisory Council (RAC) led the effort 
to identify community priorities for the Natural Park. 
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1 NATURAL PARK AT RAMONA GARDENS

exeCutive Summary
by esther feldman, President
Community Conservation Solutions

Community Conservation Solutions is very pleased to present 
this ‘Big Nature’ conceptual plan for the Natural Park at the 
Ramona Gardens Housing Development in Northern Boyle 
Heights, in the City of Los Angeles. 

Reflecting community priorities, the Natural Park will transform 
four acres of underused land between the residences at 
Ramona Gardens and a 15-lane freeway and transit  corridor 
into a beautiful, green ‘Nature in the City’ open space park 
that features an innovative Anti-Pollution Green Buffer 
designed to reduce air and noise pollution, provide shade and 
natural cooling and help increase local resiliency to climate 
change. The Natural Park at Ramona Gardens is within the L.A. 
River watershed, so the park’s capture and re-use of urban 
runoff and stormwater will help improve water quality in the 
L.A. River. 

The Natural Park integrates ecosystem science and engineering 
to address multiple public health, environmental and community 
needs, and includes these features: 

•  Native trees, shrubs and plants that restore natural habitats 
and improve air quality

•  Recycled urban runoff for irrigation

•  Walking fitness trail 

•  Plaza for weekly swap meet and community use 

•  Seating and shade structures

•  Recreation courts and exercise steps

•  Interpretive sculpture and murals

•  Natural places for children and families to play

Air Pollutants from 
15 Lane Freeway 

ANTI-POLLuTION GREEN BuFFER Ramona Gardens 
Housing Development

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens

'BIG NATuRE' TO HELP  
REDuCE POLLuTION 
Located next to one of the busiest freeways in the United States, 
Ramona Gardens is in one of the most polluted communities 
in California and is designated as severely disadvantaged by 
the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA). 
Residents of Ramona Gardens and Northern Boyle Heights 
suffer disproportionately from serious health problems and 
diseases that natural outdoor play and regular walking have 
been shown to significantly reduce, including obesity, asthma, 
high blood pressure, cholesterol and diabetes.  

The Natural Park will help make Ramona Gardens a healthier 
place for the families and children who live here, and will 
improve air quality for the surrounding neighborhood. 

Combining Ecosystem Science, Engineering  
and Community Needs

This ‘Big Nature’ conceptual plan for the Natural Park at Ramona 
Gardens is the result of extensive community engagement,  
door-to-door outreach and workshops conducted in partnership 
with Legacy LA, Legacy LA’s Youth Leaders and the Ramona 
Gardens Residents Advisory Council. 

The Natural Park conceptual plan includes input from 
community stakeholders, the office of Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Jose Huizar, the Housing Authority of the City 
of Los Angeles, the Los Angeles Police Department’s Community 
Safety Partnership, health leaders and numerous community 
stakeholder organizations. 

The Project Team consists of Community Conservation Solutions, 
SWA, VS2 Consulting Inc., Land IQ and Legacy LA. Work included 
community outreach and engagement, technical site analyses, 
analysis of stormdrain channel dry weather flow, planning, 
research, coordination with public agencies and landscape 
design. See Appendix A for more information on the project team.

in partnership with

LA River

RAMONA GARDENS
HOuSING DEVELOPMENT

NATuRAL PARK SITE
DOWNTOWN 
LOS ANGELES

N. BOYLE
HEIGHTS
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The Natural Park uses an ecosystem-focused design based on the 
native plant communities that flourished in this area over 100 
years ago. The complex of native trees, tree-sized shrubs, grasses 
and plants are long-lived, adapted to this part of Southern 
California and resilient to heat and drought. These trees and 
plants work together as a natural system, with extensive year-
round leaf canopies that support birds, butterflies and other 
invertebrates, as well as robust root systems that contribute to a 
healthy soil environment rich in micro-organisms. 

In combination with the sound wall and earth berms in the 
Anti-Pollution Green Buffer to elevate the tree and vegetation 
barrier, the Natural Park maximizes the ability of the native 
habitat  —  both above and below ground  —  to absorb air 
pollutants from the adjacent freeway, store carbon and reduce 
greenhouse gases. 

The benefits to this integrated, nature-based approach are many:

Improves Air Quality
Native trees, shrubs and plants create a healthy ecosystem that 
absorbs air pollutants, reducing air and noise pollution from the 
adjacent freeway.

Creates Natural Places for Children of All Ages
Beautiful natural places encourage children, families and adults 
of all ages to play, rest and take a break from the city.  

Promotes Climate Change Resiliency
A healthy Natural Park maximizes long-term carbon storage 
in leaves and soil and reduces greenhouse gases. Year-round 
natural cooling and shade reduce urban heat island effects. 

Improves Water Quality and Water Sustainability 
Diverts urban runoff from storm drains under the project site 
for cleaning and re-use, provides a year-round water source for 
irrigation and helps to improve water quality in the L.A. River. 

Improves Health and Quality of Life 
A walking trail, exercise steps, shade and natural areas to 
play provide attractive places to walk and exercise. The Plaza 
Verde provides a gathering area for the swap meet and other 
community uses.

NATuRE-BASED APPROACH BENEfITS PEOPLE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

www.conservationsolutions.org/NaturalPark-RamonaGardens
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Executive Summary

A ‘NATuRE IN THE CITY’  
PARK MODEL fOR PuBLIC  
HOuSING DEVELOPMENTS
The Natural Park at Ramona Gardens provides a model that can be 
replicated at public housing developments and in disadvantaged 
communities throughout California. This ‘Nature in the City’ 
model demonstrates how integrating restored native habitat 
with stormwater recycling, air pollution reduction strategies, 
recreation and walking trails can address serious pollution and 
public health problems that plague disadvantaged communities, 
while also meeting community needs for flexible open space, 
increasing local water supplies and developing resilience to the 
effects of climate change. 

The next steps in advancing the Natural Park at Ramona Gardens 
to implementation are dependent on commitments from state, 
regional and local public agencies and others to fund technical 
design, construction documents, permitting, construction and 
on-going maintenance, and continued community engagement. 

NATURAL PARK AT RAMONA GARDENS
La Plaza Verde Perspective

Entrance at Murchison Street, Swapmeet, Gathering, Natural Play

Thank you to the State Coastal Conservancy, Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy, The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert 
Foundation, the Southern California Gas Company, and the 
Union Bank Foundation for providing funding for development 
of the conceptual plan for the Natural Park at Ramona Gardens.




